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CAPTAIN JOHN BREADLEY, 
COMMANDING THE FIRST EUROPEAN BATTALION, 


| AND TO 
ALL THE GENTLEMEN AND SOLDIERS 
COMPOSING THE DETACHMENT, 


THIS DISCOURSE 


* 


MOST RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED, 


1 BY THEIR MOST FAITHFUL, 


-MOST OBEDIENT, AND 


MOST HUMBLE SERVANT, 


THE AUTHOR. 


HEAD QUARTERS, 
SULTAN $UJA'S PALACE, 
AT RAJE MAHEL, 


March the iff, 1788. 
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SERMON, &c. 


IsATAH, xi, g9.—The Earth ſhall be Full of 
the Knowledge of | the Lord, as the 7 aters 
cover the Sea. 


———— . 


N theſe words Ifaiah has bes wp 6 
1 remarkable prophetic defeription of the 

golden age of the Jews, 'the Mefiah's 
kingdom, delivered about 2500 years ago. 
| This prophetic deſcription conſiſts of two 
parts. The Firſt, a character of the Mefliah, 
delineated in the ad, 3d, 4th, and 5th verſes; 
and repreſenting him a perſon full of infpira- 
tion and the moſt fublime moral virtues. - 


The 
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Sa, a5” 

„ The ſpirit of the Lord ſhall reſt upon 

* him, the ſpirit of wiſdom and underſtanding, 
« the ſpirit of counſel and might, the ſpirit 
« of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord,” 
2 He ſhall not judge after the Gight of kis 


s eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of 
his ears; but with righteouſneſs ſhall he 


1 « judge the poor; and reprove with equity,— 
" Righteouſneſs ſhall be the girdle of his 
« Joins, and faithfulneſs the girdle of his reins.” 


The ad part of the prophecy is a repre- 


ſentation 2 the fruits of the Meſſiah's com- 


ing upon earth, or of the effects which 
Chriſtianity would produce in the world. 35 
It is this ſecond part that Iſaiah has ſum- 


med up in the words of my text, * the earth 
* ſhall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the ſea. ” 


The whole repreſentation i is ſo beautiful and 
u finiſhed apicture, that I will take leave 
to 


eo OO 
h/ it bal your hog! gina in the 
Sth, 7th, Sth, and gth verſes. 
5 % The wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the 
% lamb, and the leopard ſhall lie down with 


the kid, and the calf and the young lion 


and the fatling together, and a little child 
„ ſhall lead them. The cow and the bear 
„ ſhall feed, their young ones ſhall lay down 
together, and the lion ſhall eat ſtraw like 
* the ox, and the ſucking child ſhall play on 
the hole of the aſp, and the weaned child | 
„ ſhall put his hand on the cockatrice den. 
They ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all my 
««/ holy mountain; for the earth ſhall be full 
« of the knowledge of the Lord, as the wa- 
ters cover the ſea. | 
It is impoſſible by any paraphraſe to make 
this repreſentation of ſimplicity and innocence, 
tranquility and happineſs, more ſtriking than 
it appears in the prophet's own words. 
It 
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It is true the expreſſions. are all figura+ - 
rive, but they are nevertheleſs plain, obyious 
and intelligible to the meaneſt capacity. 
Thus, when the prophet ſays, wolves, lions 


and tigers, will become tame, gentle and 
harmleſs, he means, that all that is ſavage 


and cruel in human nature will be ſoftened 
and reformed ; that all the ſavage, fierce and 


| barbarous tribes and nations will be ſubdued 


and civilized; and that all mankind, of - what- 


ever deſcription, will live together in perſe 
peace, harmony and love. 


Alſo when he fays, that the woſt deadly 


ſerpents will loſe their poiſon, he means that 


all venom and malevolence, all fraud and trea+ 
chery will ceaſe, and' that mankind will live 


in perfect innocence and ſimplicity, and upon 


the principles of truth and univerſal bene- 
volence. [ef = 
The 


1 
The ing of the concluding ſentence 
is no leſs obvious, viz. that a rational, holy, 
and true religion, that is, according to our 
> acceptation, the Chriſtian religion, would en- 
lighten every nation of the Earth ;—* The 
& earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the fea ”. 
Every nation of the earth will be innocent 
and happy; for every nation of the earth will 
be chriſtians. : 27 
Such is the prophecy which I have choſen 
for the ſubject of this diſcourſe; and ſuch ĩs 
my acceptation of it. 5 
According to this acceptation, the two fol- 
lowing propoſitions are affirmed or implied in 
. | | 
1ſt. That Chriſtianity will produce perfec- 
tion of manners. ** 
2d. That Chriſtianity will become univerſal. 
Let us conſider theſe propoſitions ſeparately 
and minutely, Let us examine how far 
E the 


CS) 

there has been, or there is likely to be, a 
completion of the prophecy, 
The 1ſt propoſition is aſſerted, in poſitive 
and clear terms, that Chriſtianity would pro- 
duce perfection of manners. The wolf ſhall 
« dwell with the lamb, and the leopard ſhall 
lay down with the kid, and a little child ſhall 
lead them, they ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in 
& all my holy mountain. There will be no 
animoſity, no violence, no malignity, no 
fraud, no injury of any kind ;—all will be 
perfect harmony and perfect benevolence, pro- 
ducing univerſal peace and complete happineſs, 
Such is the firſt propoſition, or the firſt 
part of the prophecy. But has it been ac- 
com pliſhed? Has Chriſtianity actually produced 


theſe glorious effects in the world ? 


Now I will venture to maintain that it has. 


And I hope that a ſtrict inveſtigation and ge- 


nuine delineation of the principles and practice 


of the Chriſtians ut the preſent age will ſup- 


POr t me, 


Examine 


n 

Examine the principles which every well- 
educated Chriſtian muſt profeſs, and the cha- 
rater which he muſt ſupport and preſerve; 
and I am confident that you will find, that if 
they are not arrived completely to that ſtate 
of virtue and perfection which Iſaiah has 
deſcribed in the prophecy before us, yet that 
they have made conſiderable progreſs towards 
it, and that they are nearer to it than man- 
kind ever were under any other diſpenſa- 
tion; and that conſequently there are good 
grounds to hope for the full completion of the 
prophecy. 

Let us examine the principles which we 
Chriſtians are obliged to profeſs, and the cha- 
rater which we muſt ſupport and preſerve, 

Thoſe ſavage actions which were common 
among our forefathers, and which are till 
too frequent among other nations, are not 


known nor heard of among us, 
| One 


„ 
One brother does not now cut off another 
for the ſake of his inheritance. A man does 


not now lay in wait for his enemy to ſtab 


him; nor does he hire the aſſaſſin, nor admi- 
niſter poiſon to deſtroy him. Were a man 
of the higheſt rank and of the greateſt wealth 
and power to commit theſe, or the like, actions 
among us, he would be abhorred as a monſter, 
and all ranks would unite and conſpire to ac- 
compliſh his deſtruction. | | 
Our king dares not to touch the life or 


limb of the pooreſt man in his wide domi- 


nions, without an open trial and a clear proof 
of guilt. The great cannot oppreſs the poor, 
and the pooreſt may obtain redreſs againſt the 
rich and great ; nay, againſt the king himſelf, 
Such, exactly, are our general cuſtoms and 
manners, the wolf dwells with the lamb, and 
« the leopard lies down with the kid, and the 
„ calf and the young lion together; they nei- 
| ther 


3 
a pe anne; in all Cr 
ae 5 73rt5; | 

What tho' you may here and there ſee an 
individual exception to this rule, an individual 
aQing upon different principles: ſuch are 
no ſooner detected than hated, purſued and 
puniſhed, — 

For example, my brethren, were any one 
among us to commit perjury, to be found 
guilty of lying, treachery, or cheating, he 
would be like a man ſtigmatized and expelled 
| by his caſt; no man would affociate or deal 
with him. He would, ee go to ruin 
and perdition. 

And it is not to one another that we muſt 
ſhow theſe manners: we muſt exerciſe them 
to ſtrangers, to all mankind of whatever 
country or religion; nay to our knowneand 
declared enemies. 


If 
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If any among us were to ſee his greateſt 
enemy wounded by a fall, attacked by thieves 
or wild beaſts, or periſhing for hunger, and 
did not adminiſter ſpeedily to his relief, he 
would be deemed and treated as an unnatural 


monſter, and unworthy of the benefits of ſociety. 
Laſtly, our attentions and friendly, acts are 


never confined to any rank or condition, or 
| denomination of men. 


Let a man in diſtreſs be of W 
and meaneſt occupation, let him even be 
an out- caſt and notorious ſinner, yet we never 
can utterly abandon him and withhold from 
him all offices of humanity. If hungry, we 


feed him; if naked, we clothe him; if fick 


or wounded we endeavour to heal him; in 
the moſt deſperate circumſtances we try to 


fave and reclaim him, and to reſtore him to 


his proper place and ſituation in ſociety. We 
' conſider that God has made all mankind of 


one ſpecies, with the ſame organs, appetites, 
4s 2 


„ 


and faculties; all capable of reaſon, devotion, 
| happineſs and immortality. We, therefore, 
conſider every human being as our equal and 
full brother in the ſight of God; and let his 
garb. or-condition, his complexion or religion 
be what they will, we cannot abandon him 
in diſtreſs, without offending God, our com- 
mon parent and injuring the * intereſts 
of mankind. 

Such, my brethren, are our principles; ſuch 
are the principles and morals which Chriſtia- | 
nity has taught us; ſuch is the character which 
we muſt ſupport and preſerve ;. otherwiſe we 
ſhall become infamous, odious, and moſt 
wretched beings. 128 

If this be a true ſtate and repreſentation; if 
theſe be our real principles and morals, (which 
Lam certain none will dare to diſpute or deny) 
who can ſay that Ifaiah's prophecy has not 
been in ſome degree verified, when he foretold 
that Chriſtianity would improve and perfect 

the 
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the manners of mankind, whenhe ſaid, They 

ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all my holy moun- | 
4 tain, for the earth ſhall be full ofthe knowledge 
« of the Lord, as the waters cover the ſea. 

I now proceed to confider the 2d propo- 
ſition, aſſerted or implied in the prophecy be- 
fore us: vis, That Chriſtianity will become 
univerſal. 4 The earth ſhall bÞ full of the 
% knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
% cover the ſea, ” 

I am aware that it will be with too much 
juſtice obſerved, that the practice of many in- 
dividuals, and of whole nations profeſſing 
Chriſtianity, is widely different from the pic- 
ture which I have now drawn of Chriſtians. 
But this obſervation will prove nothing againſt 
the pure nature of Chriſtianity. It will only 
prove that individuals, perhaps whole nations, 
have called themſelves Chriſtians without be- 
ing ſo in reality, X 

If 


n 
If a man has not thoſe devout impreſſions 
acquired by the contemplation of the nature 
and perfections of God.—If a man does not 
regulate his conduct towards all mankind by 
principles of juftice, honeſty and humanity— 
and if he is not temperate, and diligent in the 
exerciſe and improvement of his own faculties, 
ſuch a man is no true Chriſtian, He may 
uſurp the appellation, but he has no right to 
it. They, and they only, are Chriſtians 
who poſſeſs the principles, and fapport the 
character, which the Goſpel has marked out, 
and which have been above briefly deſcribed. 
But then it will be urged, that if we are 
thus ſtri& in our definition of Chriſtians, and 
conſider at the ſame rime how many great na- 
tions and kingdoms are either wilfully averſe 
to, or totally ignorant of, Chriſtianity, we 
muſt give up all pretenſions to the univerſality 
of this religion. | | 
1 It 


ET 


It myſt certainly be allowed, that the pro- 
phecy now before us has not yet been fully 
accompliſhed. All that we can maintain is, 
that Chriſtianity, ſuch as Iſaiah has here deſ- 
cribed it, a pure and benign religion, calculated 
to promote peace, love and happineſs on earth, 
has made a certain progreſs in the world, and 


that there are grounds to warrant an expectation 


and belief, that it will in due time become uni- 


verſal. 


God's ways are not as our ways, nor his 
<« thoughts as our thoughts.“ - His deſigns are 


not always accompliſhed agreeable to our de- 


ductions; they are frequently brought about 


by a progreſs and means unintelligible and in- 


explicable to our capacities. He has for in- 
ſtance, in the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, reveal- 
ed a rule of life to mankind, that, if ſtrialy 


obſerved, will make them completely virtuous 


and happy; but he has left mankind to find 


out 


es Hg 


out the advantages and true application of this 
rule, by their own experience. It appears that 
they have frequently abuſed and perverted the 
ſacred rule which God has given them; but 
there is no reaſon to conclude that it will not 
in the end ſucceed. On the contrary, there 
are a thouſand conſiderations which warrant 
the hope and belief, that it will one day be 
completely reduced to practice. | 

Permit me, then, to ſtate ſome of thoſe con- 
ſiderations to you. Permit me to ſtate the con- 
ſiderations, which appear to me ſufficiently to 
warrant the expectation and belief, that true 
Chriſtianity will one day be the religion of the 
whole world : that Ifaiah's prophecy will be 
completely fulfilled that the earth will be 
& filled with the knowledge of the Lord, 
«© as the waters cover the ſea.” 

Firſt, Chriſtianity is calculated to become 
univerſal. It is calculated for all ranks and 
degrees, all conditions and denominations of 


men. 


C483 
men. It comprehendsall,—it applies to all, = 
it provides for the welfare and happineſs of 
all.— It ſhews no reſpe& to the great, — it 
gives them no diſpenſations. It allows them no 
immunities nor exemptions, but requires them 
to be holy juſt, temperate and humane. It 
excuſes them from no duty, it pardons them 
for no error or crime on account of their rank 
and ſuperiority. On the contrary, it requires 
them to be as conſpicuous and eminent for 
their virtues and good actions, as God has made 
them by their fortunes; and if they fail in 
wis, it tells them that their puniſhment here 
after will be proportionably more grievous and 
dreadful, | 
In like manner it comprehends every claſs 
and denomination of mankind, excepting, 
omitting, and neglecting none. It provides 
for the reformation and improvement, for the 


welfare and happineſs, both temporal and eter- 
nal, 


6+: Y 
nal, of the loweſt and meaneſt, arid vileſt and 
moſt wretched, as well as of the greateſt and 
moſt exalted of mortals. Its rules are not 
local or limited; confined to any particular 
age or nation; but comptehenſive, 3 
and univerſal. | 

It requyes nothing grievous, painful or un- 
natural. 

It requires no ſtarving, whipping, * 
or burning. 

It requires our homage to the greateſt and 
beſt of Beings. 

It requires nothing uſeleſs, Gal or uns 
neceſſary; no counting of beads, no worſhip- 

ping of dirty rags or relicts, &c. It enforces 
real, ſolid and ſubſtantial virtucs, iuward and 
ſincere purity and rectitude. 
It conſiſts not in empty ſhew, in mere ex- 
ternal performances, but in good diſpoſitions, 
good intentions and good actions. 


Say 
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«Say then, my brethren, is not this religion 
moſt admirably calculated to become univerſal ? 
Is it not moſt admirably calculated to produce 
the higheſt perfection and the completeſt hap- 
| pinefs of which human nature is capable in 
its preſent ſtate. 

Let us ſuppoſe, for a moment, that Chriſ- 
tianity were to be univerſally obſerved and 
practiced by mankind. Let us ſuppoſe that 
all mankind were with one heart and mind to 
agree to worſhip one only living and true God, 
who is the great Lord and beneficent parent 
of the univerſe; that they were to treat one 
another as brethren, as che common children of 
this great parent ; that they were to conſider 
themſelves as creatures ſent here, weak, igno- 
rant and imperfect, but capable of great im- 
provement and ſupreme happineſs. Let us 
ſuppoſe that all mankind were brought to this 
way of thinking, and we muſt ſee every 


ſource 


ſouree of real miſery effectually ſtopped. Ie 
could be no diſputes about religion, no fraud 
or treachery, no diſcord or animoſity, no 
violence or oppreſſion, no injuries of any 
kind. This world would be like heaven; 
for the children of men would be like the 
angels. 
This being the exact ſtate into which 
Chriſtianity is calculated to bring mankind, 
we are warranted to hope and believe, when 
we conſider that God is a Being of infinite 
goodneſs, and mankind a ſet of rational crea- 
tures, we are warranted to hope and believe 
that mankind will in due time be brought to 
this happy ſtate. We are warranted to hope 
and believe that mankind will become virtuous 
and happy ; or, which is the ſame thing, 
that true Chriſtianity will become univerſal ; - 
that * the earth will be filled with the know- 
„ ledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 
„the ſea.” 
| Second,— 


( 24 ) 
«Seconde-—Another reaſon to juſtify and encous 
rage the hope, that Chriſtianity will be, 
« come univerſal,” is, that Chriſtians have 
aboliſhed all the bad and wicked methods of 
propagating it. 

There will no more be any compulſion, or 
violence, or cruelty, uſed to cauſe mankind 
to embrace it, It is now (praiſe be to God) 
clearly underſtood, that the end of Chriſt iani- 
ty is to bring peace on earth, not to harraſs, 
torment, or deſtroy mankind. It is now a 8 
plain and eſtabliſhed maxim, that the end of 
religion is to ſooth, relieve, direct and 
ſtrengthen the weak mind of man; and that 
unleſs it can do this, man had much better 

be without it; alſo, that a religion enforced 
by terror and dint of power, can never ſooth, 
comfort, nor ſtrengthen the mind; on the 
contrary that it muſt ſhock and torment and 
debaſe it. For theſe reaſons the prefoſſors of 
true 
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true Chriſtianity have utterly abandoned-and 

aboliſhed all compulſion and violence in the 

propagation of it, They leave it to operate 

by its own intrinſic excellence and heauty, by 

the benign influence of its virtues and graces z 

by the glorious fruits invariably reaped from 
the practice of it; by the humanity and puri- 

ty which it inſpires; by the mildneſs and in- 
expreſſible charms of its manners. 

Here, then, is a circumſtance that affords 
Nrong grounds to hope and believe that Chriſ- : 
tianity will obtain an univerſal ' aſcendancy 
over mankind, A religion ſo mild and bene- 
volent, ſo pure, rational, and ſalutary, cannot 

fail, when ſtript of thoſe terrors and all that 
Frightful armour that formerly diſguiſed and 
disfigured it, to engage the attention and win 
the hearts of rational creatures, And if man- 
kind will once examine it diſpaſſionately, if 
Sy fhall ever obtain a clear and diſtin& view 
| + _— 


＋ 26 7} 
| of its beauty, and taſte the ſecret comfoit 
and ſolid benefits to be derived from it, they 
will unayoidably embrace it and firmly and 
unanimouſly determine never to relinquiſh or 

betray it. | | 
Ins the intrinſic, ſalutary, pure, ol perfect 
nature of Chriſtianity, and in the meek, mild 
and truly rational and conſiſtent ſyſtem of the 
preſent race of Chriſtians, J ſee the ſtrongeſt 
grounds to hope and expect the full completion 
of Ifaizh's prophecy, that this divine religion 
will become univerſal, that “ the earth will 
„ be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as 
„ the waters cover the ſea,” | 

_ Having opened this glorious proſpect be- 
fore you, my brethern, let me entreat you to 
| reſt ſatisfied with this diſtant view of it. 
Leave your holy and divine religion to gain 
the hearts and underſtanding of mankind by 
its own intrinſic merit and pow S 
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Let no zeal for the ſucceſs of it ever 
' tempt you to cqmpel or corrupt mens to em- 
brace it. God forbid that fear or intereſt 
ſhould ever induce liars or | hypocrites, men 
who havg no fear of God nor love of 5 
neighbour—men who have no principles 
truth, honour or charity—to enter into this 
holy communion, - — 


— 


END OF PART 7. 
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Tur Reflections and Obſervations 
in the following Pages were haſtily 
introduced into a Diſcourſe, which 
had been prepared by the Author for 
Chriſtmas Day, 1787, before the 
Place for celebrating the Feſtival was 
aſcertained, In reviſing and arrang- 

ing them, afterwards, they grew into 
che Size and Form in which they now 


appear. 
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2; 3.94602 Hegi 3Lbak * 15 
A I. . 4nd 4 ud they fall beat; their 
*  Apords inty Houghſbares, and their ſpears 

inis pruning-books : nation ſpall not. iff 
» 4 ug. ſword oxen}. nation, _ neither. fall 

* they weary, War, amy more. 9. houſe of 
« ooh, come ve, 25 let ,us. woll in the 

=» 10021095 0.4 21 to nis 

GAGE: hits delivered many „ Wtnkewalite 

prbphocies· of that true golden age of tlie 

e race, the kingdem of the Meſſiah. 
The words which I have now read, are part 
of one of them, and moſt A 
aſtic and deſeriptive of it.. * 4, 
-. Althoygh.I intend to conſine — at 
dep to the conſideration of thus part of the 
"3 Is prophecy ; 


N 

prophecy; yet, that you may fee | how it is in- | 
troduced, I will read the context to vou, in 
chich the ſoebetz, celebrity ; and utiverſaliry bf 

Chriſtianity ae _glearly. and poſitively foretold, 

Ver. ad. And it ſhall come to gaſs i in the 
PS. laſt days, that” the f ridunt iin oftthe Lords 
2 i houſe mall be eltabifbel n the top of the 
0 mountains, and mal be exalted above the 

4 hills; and all nations ſhall flow into 3 i. 9 55 
Ver zd. « And many people mall ho and 
« « tay; come ye and let us go up to the moun- 
« tain of the Lord, to the Houſe of the God 
« of Jacob, and-he will teach us of his ways, 
« and'we will walk in his paths ; | for! out pf 
56 Zion thall go forth the law, and the wed 

= of the Lord from Jeruſalen. 

Ver. 4th, «4 And he ſhall judge among 
* the nations, and ſhall rebuke many peo- 
66 ple; and they ſhall beat their ſwords 1 into 

#6 ploughſhares, 21 their {pears i into pruning | 
817 os «© hooks, 


634 


{+ books: nation ſhall not lift up ſword 
{4 againſt nation, re tall aer en, 


. war any mote. 


aan, ag finiſhes this deep, "an hg 
breaks out into n pn) 
exclamation, | We 
| 10 0, houſe of lv! . and ee 
«us walk in the Jight of the;Lord!” |, + 
As. if he had ſaid, O my countrymen and 
brethren, let us avail ourſelves of the revela, 
tion here made to us; let us anticipate this 
glorious period of God's adminiſtration on 
earth, by adopting i its ivigo principles now, 
as fax as Jieth in our powek,,. $, O, houſe of 
66 Jacob] dome ye, and. | let as w 
10 « light of the Lord! | 
The picture of human nature which 
kindled the holy prophet into this rapture 
has two diſtinguiſhing features. 
9 The 


-- 


r 

Fhe firſt, that 8 woill reals ne be 

efitirely. abblithed. 

The ſecond, that ei Would be 
thei favourite and piedotinint . e of 
2 Jes! Ait 2841 7 

le he fhall beat their ſwords into plougli- 
6 ſhares, and their ſpears into * ſeythes ; 
% Hation ſhall riot lift up ſword agaiieft ——_— 
« neither ſhall they am war any more. 

The delign of this Aſcourſe is to "draw 
your attention ko theſe tic Glarietſtic fea⸗ 
tures of Faigh's golden a age; 5 a ; conſider them 
münutely and diſtinly, and examine how tar 
they ate to be recbgn ized itt the mianuiers of 

the preſent Chriſtians: in 'bther® words, to 
inveſtigate how "Yar the prophecy has been 
fulfilled, and how far the completion of i it is 
entitl6d to be an 8 a of our _ and faith, 


Ly 
* nennen, ME 


* A more literal-tzanflation than ipruning-hooks, 


| . 
Fcklineation of this. glorious: jQumſia.: thas 
„ They, ſhall, beat heir words iuto-ploygh+ 
<r ſhares, and their ſpears· into ſcythes, &c. 

When, king David was informed on 4 
memorable occaſion, that God had ſentenced: 
him to undergo. one. of three great calamities, 


and had alloyyed him to make au option, his 


caſe aud determination. are thus" recotded in- 
holy wit. 2d. Sam. chap: Xxiy. ver. 1 3 14. 


« The prophet Gad came to David and 


© told him, and ſaid! unto; him, ſhall ſeven 


% years of famine come unto thee in thy 


« land? of wilt thou flee. three: months be- 
+ fore thine enemies while they putſue thee; 


&« of that there be three days peſtilence in thy 
% land? Adviſe and ſee what anſwer I ſhall. 


<. return to him chat ſent me. 


2 And 


4 jet dne tot fall into this Hand of man.“ 


+ = 
 * And arid Ga unte Ga, 1 


1 end u u0 ak da 541 | 

Tei is decir ve fe in hin a dd 
a Ught the brave and Warlike king David 
beheld:the calamities of war, eſpecially of an 
unſucceſtful war: And 1 believe, my brethr6h, | 
that in every faſt eſtimate, the fword will be 
reckoned the eavieſt and ſevereſt ſcourge which 
OI Gt hin gt es Rel 


. of men. 


: Conſider fot a moment, the invariable, ths 
neceſſary effects of war! the injuries it cauſes 
to the peaceful huſbandman, the diſtreſs in 
which it involves: the honeſt merchant, the 
interruption it gives to the arts and purſuits 
that civilize the world, and above all the ter- 
rent of innocent blood that it ſheds: E6nſider 
all this, and you muſt admit, that of all the 


8 3 

&vils that ravage and deform this world, wat 
is the greateſt, | 

But take a nearer view of the monſter, bo- 
hold the produce of the farmer's toil in flames; 
the reward of the merchant's labour and alxiety 
for years ſunk or pillaged ; reſpectable ſocieties, 
and comfort to want and miſery; whole 
towns deſtroyed and 14id in aſhes 3 whole diſ. 
trits deſolated by famine and ſword ; and, 
above all, the choiceſt and nobleſt portion of 
the natives of every country on earth ſnatched 
from every uſeful and rational purſuit, prevent» 
ed from fulfilling the true end of their being, 
driven about in chains and harneſs, and trained 
up to tear one another in pieces like baited 
bulls and tygers; I fay, my brethren, view 
the monſter under theſe aſpects, in theſe ge» 
nuine colours, and you muſt receive the impreſ- 
fion ſtill deeper and ſtronger, viz. that war is 
Parr II. B beyond 


( 10 ) 
beyond compariſon the moſt grievous and moſh 
tremendous calamity to which the ſons of 
men in this world are liable. Sa 24, 
But I have been here repreſenting to yor 
| only ſome of the 'appearances and effects of war 
among civilized nations; were I to exhibit a 
picture of war raging between barbarous chiefs 
and ſavage tribes, and to delineate the ſcenes 
of brutal rapine, of baſs aſfaſſination, and 
lingering torture, perpetrated in cold blood on 
age and infancy, on purity and innocence, you 
would turn away ſhuddering with horror from 
the ſpectacle, and exclaim, O God I. when 
„ thy wrath is kindled e let us not 
4 fall into the hand of man. | 
No, according to the prophecy in my text, 
the evil I have been deſcribmg will ceaſe'and 
de entirely aboliſhed. When . Ifaiah's golden 
age ſhall arrive, when the Meſſiah ſhall com- 
pletely reign,' © Nation ſhall not lift up ſword 
lte ad N ga günſt 


1 4 1 


#5- againſt nation, ihr hall thy len war | 


$ any more.'” 

It 
— 
rade 4 has me 3-000: 

[ci hg rs a 
believe, that it will accompliſh. it entixel <p 

1t. . 


1ſt. Chriſtianity has made conſiderable pro- 


greſs towards the completion of thi 
| 8 
—— 
| ebenen, 1 — 
Its Wiſciples, ee . 
— i ws —— 0 —. 
which hav wag — a 
_ a | iderably mitigated the — 
It has er dr. r : | 
- mercy in the ho eaten — 5 
8 * victory; humanity and 
b | * 22 and it has utterly abo- 
| liſhed 


„ * 


6 3 
liſhed e the farage god brutal mexry "of defb | 
troying an adverſary. It has utterly exploded 
the poiſoned arrow, the ſcalping tools, and the 
bired aſſaſſin. Even the exerciſe of fire and 
wad, thoſe licenſed inſtruments of war, is, 

among Chriſtians, regulated by ſome rules, 
ee ae. within ſome bounds. To lay 
waſte the country with fire and ſword, without 
ditcrimination of ſex or age, place or per- 
ſon, is a phraſe, thank God, altogether oh- 
ſolets in the narratives of modern war, in the 
commentaries of modern Generals. We ſin- 
cerely hope, that it will never again occur in 
them ; but if it ſhould, it will not fart to 
ſtamp univerſal execrtion and jnfary on the 
actors. 

This maxim alfo, that it is W 
ſovereign prince, a. ſtate or an army, to make 
war on a private individual purſuing his peace- 
able and lawful calling, is gaiuing ground in 


[0 3 

| the world; and many ment examples might 
be produced of victorious commanders of 
approved patriotiſm, ſparing and protecting 
| the private property of their captured enemies 
Nor muſt we in this argument forget to 
Rage and give its due weight to the ſingular 
. refinement of charaQter dill played and ſupport» · 
6d by militarp men, I mean thaſe capable of 
A modern ſoldier, as if conſcious of the 

horrid train of ideas annexed to him, of exe» 
eutioner, plunderer, raviſher, murderer, and 
as if determined ta break and difſolve the 
affociatian, has ereQed for hiraſelf a ſtandard 
of duty more enlarged and more correct than 
that exhibited by any other claſs or denomins- 
tion of men, He has erected a rule and ftand- 
ard far the teſt and meaſurement of his own 
character and conduct, more ſevere and refin+ 
ed than the letter of any human ſyſtem; | 


( 1) 


n 
———— hip Gandph 
we ſometimes ſee military men condemned, 
and puniſhed for acts which a man of any 
other calling or Rp? e have done 
| with impunity. | 
The natural and tr eee 


theſe exertions are, that military. men are 


in general more refined. and civilized in their 
manners, ind diſplay a higher ſenſe of the 
obligation of truth, bonour, generoſity and 
humanity, than any e ener the 
whole world“. | 


j . * If 3 be ider this ee affer 
tion, I do contend that a complete ſoldier comes nearer the 
perfection of humaf nature thin any other epithet or deſ- 
- cription with which I am acquainted. Ar includes a man well 
educated,, that is, a man with -a . liberal ,ſhare of acquired 
knowledge, and 1 in the ſtricteſt ſenſe well-bred. 1 includes 


courage 


„ 
the humane and liberal general principles on 
which war is catried on arnong Chriſtian nations: 
and the. high refine merit f character diſplayed 
and ſupparted by. militaty men, iu the preſent 
civilized age, we cmmet deny, that the warld 
has made a: conſiderable progreſs towards the 
ſtate of the golden age, deſeribed by Iſaiah, in 
my text; and that there are good grounds to 
hope, and bekeve, chat the prophecy will. in 
fine. eee raw 25} 05 
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courage the moſt genuine, without any farage roughneſs, but 
accompanied with mildneſs, gentleneſs and humanity. It in- 
. hr a 3h 

. my avs tin that particular 
Saure or virus moth Sriking and excellent, hat to make a 


general eſtimate, I believe a complete ſoldier to to be the moſt 
— — huge Wenins that can 
be given in che preſent ages. .; | 


$-W 25 

1 cannot quit this head of my diſcourſe 
without lartenting and atiimadverting upon 
the unhappy proneneſs of Chriſtian nations to 
þo to war. A practice as unnatural and 
| pernicious, in itſelf; as it is directly oppoſite to 

every prineiple and preeept of Chriſtiaiity. 
Every inſtance of it is the ſevereſt ſatire againſt 
* Chriſtians that can be publiſhed to the reſt of 
the world. What can be more inconſiſtent; 
more unwarrantable, more unpardonable, than 
to ſee men who have renounced this world, 
and declared themſelves eandidates for heaven, 
men, too, profeſſing themſelves to be all breth- 
ren, children of one common parent, mem - 
ders of one great ſociety, to ſee ſuch arming 
themſelves to deſtroy one another from the 
impulſeof baſe and ſelfiſh paſſi ions, which their 
great Lawgiver, and the declared principles of 
their region, have utterly condenined, 


Earneſtly 


—— 


(un 3 


— hoping and, praying; that the 
Avery nd alma the.carth muy diſcoun- = 
tenance! and diſcontinue this inhiiman practice, 
let ws progeed,. adly; to canteroplatethe other | 
| diſtinguiſhing feature of Lſaiah's pic I 
Chriſtianity. or che golden age, namely. That 
vgricultyre, would be the favourite and pad · 
minent occupation of mankind; | 3 
beat their ſwords inte pl OE 
ſpears into ſeythes.” n 
ee eee 
ides et u golden age than. Iaiah has given 
Vs ia this picture. It repreſents mankind lay- 
ing afide all animoſity and viclence, and betak» — 

ing themſelves: to the primæval NO: 
of agriculture. , 

This noble art, which. God. has bw 
popelſury 19 man's exiſtenc, in order co p 
cure his attention to it, is the great mother and 

: E Pineſs, 


8 

pineſs, aud excludes from her manic diſeaſe, 

treachery,” want and miſery, . ; 
Let us examine the hiſtory'and condition of 

divers nations: we ſhall find that when agriculture 

has been the favourite and chief employinent 

of 'a "people, chat people has bebir"virtuous and 


| flourifhibg; and/that in countries in which all 
+», other 'fanks are become corrupt, profligate and 


deceitful; the tillers of the . e 
retain their ſimplicity aud virtue”. b 
This cannot, perhaps, be better exemplified, 
n in this part of the world in which wo 
are now ſojoutning. :'In many provinces of 
Hindoſtatt, you will ſee the clergy ignorant 
and uuholy; the ſoldiery cowardly and baſe ; 
the nobility and men of education void of 
kotivurtandprinciple; the merchant and me» 
ehabi void of honeſty: in a word, all ranks 
kia denominations at the loweſt pitch of cor- 
raptibu ; and till you will find the huſband- 


edit | C7 
£ - Sno 4* man 
1 


- 
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(0 a9 » 
man, or poor tiller, of the ground, under the 
kind tuition of gracious nature, diſcharging 


every duty to ſociety, and poſſeſſing many vir- 
OS: den een ier wo Ann 
Hall glorious agriculture! Thon fit of arts! 
firſt occupation, moſt uſcfal, molt 2 
and moſt delightful calling of man] Hail, 
thou genuine feature of the golden a O8-eign 
of God! Thou feeder uf the poor, aud tames & 
of the favage ! Bleſſed are they...who devote 
themſelves to thee | We have ſeen and experi- 
enced thy bleſſings in the Weſt, we will there · 
fore cultivate Thee in the Eaſt, We will beat 
our ſwords into ploughſhares, and our ſpears in- 
do ſcythes. O, houſe of Jacob! Come ye and 
let us walk in the light of the Lord. Let us 
introduce the golden age. Let us acceletate the 
completion of this glorious prophecy ! 
But inſtead of dwelling longer on the general 
contewplation of this captivating picture, let us 


ſee, 


1 
ſee, if the chin of tho globe more imme 
diately i in our view, and the very ſpot of ground 
upon which we are now aſſembled, wal not 
_ furniſh us with particular reflection of 
great importance in themſelves,” and applica- 
ble'to our preſent ſubject, as being demonſtra- 
dhe ef the gradual completion of this prophecy. 
Tube Wet of ground upon which 1 have 
| no che bappineſs to celebrate the nativity, and 
| * preach the goſpel of Chriſt, proclaiming peace 
to the Whole earth, was, on a former occaſion, 
the ſtage of a grand but very different ſcene. 
It was the field of a battle that decided the fate 
of the greateſt empire in the world. 
The action is recent, and well known to 
you all. But what does that ſcene exhibit? - 
It exhibits the genius of a religion widely | 
different from that which we are now preach- 
ing. A- religion ſprutig from the law and 
the goſpel; but, like a vicious and untoward 
NE SE; child, 


6 = ) 


child, difobeying or perverting ſome of theft 


ſoundeſt precepts. It exhibits a religion, 
which, inſtead of pegoe, brings a ſword; and 
is continually brandiſhing it as the nobleſt in · 
ſttrutment, and moſt favourite argument, of 


It exhibits the ſhocking but natural effects 
of this bloody 'creed. It exhibits brothers 
thirſting for each others blood; arming their . 
followers and fellow. citizens againſt their ſove» - 

; reign anF one another; tearing their country 20 
in pieces, and filling it with carnage and mi- 


ſery. It-exhibits one of the brothers falling the 
| horrible ſacrifice of this unnatural conteſt; and 
the other brother riſing to a throne, through 


rebellion, parricide, and the blackeſt crimes ; ; 


purſued, however, and ſoon overtaken by the 
wrath and curſe of God, and exciting no lefs 


dur commiſeration in his wretched poſterity, | 


. | * 


0 ; =o than 


1 
| 
' 
| 


( a ) 


than our execration and abhorrence in his on 
In a word, my brethren, the former ſcene 
ated but a little while ago on this theatre, 
| exhibits a ſtriking leſſon to the ſons of men 
to adopt and.cultivate principles of moderation, 
brotherly love and univerſal charity ; to follow 
agriculture and the arts of peace, and reſign 
the diſpoſal of crowns and ſceptres to the pro- 

vidence of that God, by whom: alone kings 


©; * can. ſecurely reign, and princes, . decree | 


On the other hand, the preſent ſcene, the 
reſpectable, the ſplendid aſſembly, celebrating on 
this diſtinguiſhed ſtage in profound peace and 
perfect ſecurity the ſolemn feſtival of this day, 
exhibits the completion of the prophecy in * 
text in a ſtriking degree. 

Bchold the glorious progreſs and 450 of 
_ Chriſtianity ! Behold it extending its empire in 

| | Aſia 


* 


We 5 | 

Afa, from the ocean to Hurdwar and Coba 
to the ſources of the Ganges and Scind—not 
throagh a | deluge of blood; not over moun- 

of the carcaſes of the native inhabitants — 
but A ting their ſwords into ploughſhares, and 
their ſpears into ſeythes; inducing them by tho 
influence and participation of its mild and ſalu- 


tary principles, to return from a ſtate of 
anarchy and vislence, and become peaceable 


ſubjects and uſeful members of ſociety! 


Let thoſe' who do not ſee the wonderful 


completion of the prophecy in my text, in the 
- extenſive foray of the Britiſh power in Aſia, 
lock oe. dur wide + doragin, and obſerve, 
how few of our ſteps are marked 'with blood. 
Let them eren look over the plains of Plaſſey 
and Borer, they will ſee only a mere diſplay 
of a beneficent ſovereign power, eſtabliſhing 


peace, and proclumung . 
But, 


0 . 9 
But let them look to the invaſions of Timur 
and Nadir, and to every revolution which. this 
br any other country his undergone t : and they 
muſt. be ſtruck with the contraſt, Let chem 
| exqmine the annals of the whole woe tand 
hey will not find another example of 0 and 
an empire acquired, and completely eftabliſh- 
ed by fuch mild means, and with 0 little 
| bloodſhed: 
Muſt not every one * the 4 of 
God in all this ? What leſs could, from ſuch a. 
beginnings; have brought ſuch wighty things 
to paſs. What elſe could have enabled a mere 
hand ful of men to conquer müllionih to ſettle 
ſo many kingdoms and nations, and einein 
them in peace, pchſpelity and hapginels HW 
Take a view of the country over which we 
are now moving; view it on all ſides" of you, 
from the remoteſt ſtation of the Britiſh bans 
ner to the ocean, and, if you will compare 
its 


* 
A 


4 
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=” + preſent ate, with what it Mus five, and 
| twenty years ago, you muſt acknowledge, that 


the Fophecy in my text has been, here literally 
fulblledg-and that the golden age is hege a 


ally arrived. For the people; have all beat 
their Fords into. plough-ſhares, | and their 


ſpears into ſeythes. From partizans,! mur- 


| derers, and robbers, they are: become happy 4 


zemindars, ar e til- 
Ars of the grbund, 


opens and diſplays uſelf to my view !—Hurd- 
g I; is by 2 wren fexebpungary ! —Methinks 


1 
Thibet that my voice macheth to the ſum· 


mits of Tavrus and Caucaſus,—to the Caſpian 


and Euxine ſhores—to the reqpoteſt borders of | 


Tartary and Scythia!— Methinks I. ſee the 
idolaters of India the worſhi ppers of Lama— 
and the. diſciples of Naneck * ; the * 


— 


The founder of the RY of the Seiks, 
D Rs of 


What 2 L * foi aroloh 5 


| 
| 
| 


OOO —— De 


of every eibegdnd the Tartar Weng bans 
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